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CHAPLAIN’S REPORT FOR 2024-2026 TERM
DIOCESE OF SALDANHA BAY GIRLS BAFANA FRIENDLY SOCIETY (GBFS)
Grace and peace to you all in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
It is with gratitude to God that I present the GBFS Chaplain’s Report for the period August 2024 to October 2026. Over the past three years, we have witnessed spiritual growth, fellowship, leadership development and resilience among our young people in the Diocese of Saldanha Bay.
As GBFS, our spiritual journey is guided by two important mottos, GFS Motto (Girls): "Bear ye one another's burdens and so fulfil the law of Christ" (Galatians 6:2) and BFS Motto (Bafana): "How can a man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to thy Word" (Psalm 119:9).
These mottos remind us of our responsibility to support one another, uphold Christian values and remain grounded in God's Word.
During the reporting period, members participated in various spiritual activities, including the Spiritual Retreat held at St Joseph the Worker on 31 August 2024 and the Cluster Revival at Holy Cross Church, Nyanga, on 12 October 2024 were approximately 63 of our GBFS diocesan members attended the revival under the theme "God is able to do more than we ask or imagine" (Ephesians 3:20). These gatherings provided opportunities for prayer, spiritual renewal and fellowship.
In June 2025, the GBFS Diocese also successfully hosted a June 16 Prayer Walk at Bellville Park, focusing on understanding the objectives of GBFS and encouraging members to recognise their individual responsibilities towards the growth of the organisation and the Church. In October 2025 some of the GBFS member had the opportunity to welcome the Worldwide GBFS  President elect and Deputy President and joined the Eucharist service at St Cyprians Langa.
A significant highlight during 2026 was the Leadership Workshop held at St Joseph the Worker under the theme "Leadership Serves First, Speaks Second" (John 13:12–15). The workshop equipped members with a better understanding of servant leadership, teamwork, spirituality and their responsibility as young people in the life of the Church. I believe these lessons contributed positively to the successful planning and hosting of our October 2026 Elective Conference.
The October 2026 GBFS elective Conference held at St Bernard Mizeki Mbekweni, was attended by approximately 150 young people from across the Western Cape Cluster, was another important milestone. Held under the theme "Called, Equipped, Sent" (1 Timothy 4:12), it reminded young people that they are not only the future of the Church but an important part of its ministry today. The successful election of a new Diocesan Executive Committee for 2026 -2028 term marks the beginning of another chapter in our ministry.
As we celebrate these achievements, we must also acknowledge the challenges faced by young people of GBFS, including financial difficulties preventing them to secure safe venue for their conferences, school commitments and family circumstances that require us to continue praying for them, supporting their initiative in our churches and creating an environment where every young person feels valued, welcomed and encouraged.
I wish to express my sincere appreciation to the Diocese for the opportunity to lead this organisation, to our clergy, parish leaders, parents and supporters for their continued spiritual, emotional and financial support. Your prayers, guidance and encouragement remain essential to the growth of our young people's ministry.
In conclusion, the GBFS journey is a reminder that growth is not measured only by the number of activities we host, but also by the lives we touch, the faith we strengthen and the young people we equip to serve God and His Church.
May God bless the GBFS ministry in the Diocese of Saldanha Bay.
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